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Perhaps you have heard it 
announced in church or 
seen it in the bulletin. On 

Sundays—usually once a month—
there is a special worship service 
called “The Swell.” The origins 
of that name are mysterious even 
to me. I understand it as aris-
ing from the people and lifting 
toward the heavens. The Swell is 
a fitting name because it is a style 
of worship that feels organic and 
spontaneous. 

This worship service aims to be 
participatory. Worshipers often 
have the chance to stand or move 
around, to make something with 

their hands, and to experience 
the Word of God in ways differ-
ent than sitting and listening to a 
sermon. A Swell service might be 
quiet and contemplative, loud with 
praise, or both. Music ranges from 
traditional to contemporary. The 
atmosphere is informal, meaning 
you can wear what you want, but 
that does not mean we take wor-
ship casually. The Swell engages 
the senses and appeals to the heart 
and the mind.

The Swell is not an alternative 
service, seeking to take the place 
of Sunday morning worship. It 
is simply another kind of wor-

ship, different in style and feel. 
The Swell, while sponsored by 
Youth, is truly for all ages. Bring 
your family or come on your own. 
There is something for everyone at 
The Swell. 

Do you want to experience an-
other kind of worship? Join us for 
The Swell on January 24, February 
28, March 28, May 23, 6:00 p.m., 
Congregational Hall. Communion 
is always served.

—The Rev. Robert McClellan
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