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Prelude

Academic Processional

Hymn

Welcome

Invocation

Scripture Reading

"Crown Him with Many Crowns" by Bridges/Elvey

Joseph B. Modica

Rachael Alfaro

Amy Richards

Musical Selection

Reflections

Greetings

Community Prayer

Special Music

Introduction of Speaker

“Lean on Me” by Bill Withers arranged by Steven Ford

Kaela G. Miles, B.A. Biological Studies, MAAC Fellow

Ronald A. Matthews

Delano Shane

“Revelation 19” by A. Jeffrey LaValley, “Total Praise” by Richard Smallwood

Kenton L. Sparks

Baccalaureate Address

Hymn

Prayer of Dedication

Lighting of the Candles

Benediction

Academic Recessional

“Great is Thy Faithfulness" by Chisholm/Runyan

“To Be, or Not to Be, That is The Question,” Randolph Walters

"Jesus is the Light of the World"

Kimberly Bass

Postlude

 Hyo Eunice Jeon, Organ | Stephen Welsh, Candles | Paul McConnell, Carillonneur

Emmanuel G. Soltero, B.A. History, W. Wilson Goode Scholar

President

  Led by Kiersten Brecht (Class of 2024), Ashlynne Pillai (Class of 2024), Amelia Thomas – piano (Class of 2024)

Assistant Professor of Biology

University Chaplain

Directed by Scot Stevens sung by The Angels of Harmony (Eastern University Gospel Choir) Featuring: Syreeta Lawrence
Accompanied by: Christian Hankerson (Class of 2024), Jalen White, Micah Davis, and Steven Ford

  Led by Kiersten Brecht (Class of 2024), Ashlynne Pillai (Class of 2024), Amelia Thomas – piano (Class of 2024)

Affiliate  Professor and Chair of Philosophy
Faculty Fellow of the Templeton Honors College Masters of Arts in Teaching

Dean of Students

Directed by Steven Ford sung by The Angels of Harmony (Eastern University Gospel Choir) Featuring: Jordyn Wortham
Accompanied by: Christian Hankerson (Class of 2024), Jalen White, Micah Davis, and Steven Ford

Provost & Vice President for Academic Affairs

     Special Assistant to the President for Diversity, Equity and Belonging
Professor of Counseling and Psychology

Joseph B. Modica
University Chaplain

Written, composed, & sung by Ronald A. Matthews

Lecturer of Social Work



S C R I P T U R E  R E A D I N G

 2  T h e  L o r d  w a s  w i t h  J o s e p h  s o  t h a t  h e  p r o s p e r e d ,  a n d  h e  l i v e d  i n
t h e  h o u s e  o f  h i s  E g y p t i a n  m a s t e r .  3  W h e n  h i s  m a s t e r  s a w  t h a t  t h e
L o r d  w a s  w i t h  h i m  a n d  t h a t  t h e  L o r d  g a v e  h i m  s u c c e s s  i n
e v e r y t h i n g  h e  d i d ,  4  J o s e p h  f o u n d  f a v o r  i n  h i s  e y e s  a n d  b e c a m e
h i s  a t t e n d a n t .  P o t i p h a r  p u t  h i m  i n  c h a r g e  o f  h i s  h o u s e h o l d ,  a n d
h e  e n t r u s t e d  t o  h i s  c a r e  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  o w n e d .  5  F r o m  t h e  t i m e  h e
p u t  h i m  i n  c h a r g e  o f  h i s  h o u s e h o l d  a n d  o f  a l l  t h a t  h e  o w n e d ,  t h e
L o r d  b l e s s e d  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  b e c a u s e  o f  J o s e p h .
T h e  b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e  L o r d  w a s  o n  e v e r y t h i n g  P o t i p h a r  h a d ,  b o t h  i n
t h e  h o u s e  a n d  i n  t h e  f i e l d .  6  S o  P o t i p h a r  l e f t  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  h a d  i n
J o s e p h ’ s  c a r e ;  w i t h  J o s e p h  i n  c h a r g e ,  h e  d i d  n o t  c o n c e r n  h i m s e l f
w i t h  a n y t h i n g  e x c e p t  t h e  f o o d  h e  a t e .

M a n y  t h a n k s  t o  B r y n  M a w r  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  f o r  a l l o w i n g  u s  t o  h o l d
t h i s  s p e c i a l  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e i r  s a n c t u a r y  s i n c e  2 0 0 1 .

B a c c a l a u r e a t e  ( n o u n ) :  n o u n :  a  c e l e b r a t o r y  s e r v i c e  h e l d  b e f o r e
c o m m e n c e m e n t ,  c o n t a i n i n g  a  f a r e w e l l  s e r m o n  t o  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g
c l a s s .  T h e  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  s e r v i c e  o r i g i n a t e d  w i t h  a n  E n g l i s h  s t a t u t e
o f  1 4 3 2  t h a t  r e q u i r e d  e v e r y  d e g r e e  c a n d i d a t e  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
O x f o r d  ( E n g l a n d )  t o  d e l i v e r  a  s e r m o n  i n  L a t i n .  B r i t i s h  p r a c t i c e  w a s
c o n t i n u e d  i n  c o l o n i a l  A m e r i c a ,  a n d  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  s e r v i c e s  h a v e
s i n c e  b e c o m e  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  c o m m e n c e m e n t  e x e r c i s e s ,
m a r k i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m ,  j u s t  a s  o p e n i n g
c o n v o c a t i o n  m a r k s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  

T h e  f i r s t  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  a d d r e s s  a t  E m o r y  C o l l e g e  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  i n
O x f o r d ,  G e o r g i a ,  b y  B i s h o p  W i l l i a m  C a p e r s  i n  1 9 4 0
( h t t p : / / o x f o r d . e m o r y . e d u / ) .

E a s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y ' s  f i r s t  B a c c a l a u r e a t e  s e r v i c e  w a s  h e l d  i n  t h e
s p r i n g  o f  1 9 5 9  i n  t h e  g y m n a s i u m  o n  t h e  S t .  D a v i d s  c a m p u s

G e n e s i s  3 9 : 2 - 6
N e w  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  V e r s i o n

H I S T O R Y  O F  B A C C A L A U R E A T E

http://oxford.emory.edu/

